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Seventy Years of Service

This year, 2009, we celebrate with  
pride seventy years of service to the 
Fond du Lac area. We have not only 

provided service to the community, but we 
have treasured being an active part of the 
community through collaboration and  
contribution. Every experience has kept 
Lutheran Homes and Health Services (LHHS) 
very alive and energized!

 Our community, the programs and people 
of LHHS, are committed to provide for the 
care and interests of the aging. Our mission 
states that. The faces and stories share that.  
Our churches, family and greater community 
depend on us for that.  

One person at a time, one action at a 
time, and one year at a time...our faith and 
calling as a social ministry organization 
continue to bless us with challenges and 
opportunities.

This past year, we have served more  
residents, clients and tenants than ever before.  
Primarily through our Post-Acute unit and 
Wellness and Rehab Center, staff has assisted 
the largest number ever of residents to return 
home. We celebrate the opportunity to be 
involved in the lives of so many! The faces  
on the next page tell their stories!

June 2008 brought rains and high waters 
to this community. Significant damage was 
experienced to 35,000 square feet – the entire 
lower level of the Lutheran Home building.  
A challenge – yes! An opportunity – yes!  
After nine months of tearing out and  
rebuilding, we are nearing full completion. 
We could not have done the huge clean up 
and rebuild work without our community 

neighbors and businesses. We were blessed 
with the generosity of many. Staff is to be 
commended beyond words! The new lower 
level has been an opportunity for change  
and collaboration!

The nation’s economic and housing  
challenges have caused us to be prudent in  
the timing of The Hills at Cortland Ridge,  
our planned independent living community. 
We appreciate the continued high interest, 
excitement, and support for this project.  

Community collaboration is underway  
for St. Peter’s Place, a new affordable  
assisted living option located in the heart  
of Fond du Lac. (See the back page.)

Seventy years...thousands of lives touched 
by service – hundreds of lives providing  
service. Each person, each action, each year 
is valuable. Each one 
offers a gift. Together 
we have supported 
each other and shared 
a portion of our lives 
and faith. And for  
all of this we say  
Thank you! 

Karl Pennau 
LHHS Board Chair	

Allen Knuth 
LHHS Foundation 
Board Chair 

Marty Ryan 
Health Services 
Board Chair	

Mari Beth Borek 
Chief Executive Officer
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After shoulder surgery to repair a torn rotator cuff, 
Al Knuth had a chance to experience the new  
state-of-the art therapy equipment for his  
outpatient rehab. “The rehab area is beautiful and 
the therapists are outstanding. I actually gained 
additional mobility in my shoulder,” Al noted. “I am 
so pleased with my quick recovery and pain relief.”  

“I love it at DeNeveu Creek Retirement Community,” 
exclaimed Mary Umbarger, a resident of seven years.  
“We have such a wonderful sense of community here. 
There’s something going on all the time for those 
interested – coffee and donuts, potlucks, bingo, cribbage, 
dominoes and family picnics. We look out for each other, 
too. That gives me a real sense of security.” 

Wayne Mathers and his wife, Ruthie, didn’t think 

they’d be dancing again after Wayne’s unexpected 

surgery. “The staff at the Post-Acute Center was 

wonderful. Everyone took such good care of me,” 

Wayne explained. “The therapy staff worked hard 

to get me walking again. Now I can even dance 

with my Ruthie!” 

“I’m so thankful to be living in Tarfa Terrace,” 

said Elda Hankwitz. “I’m not alone here.  

I feel so secure. Having someone else clean my 

apartment is a real treat for me, too!”

Volunteers are the heart of 
our organization. One of 
our many volunteers, Carol 
Shields, transports residents 
to their beauty salon appoint-
ments. “I love visiting with 
the residents when I’m taking 
them to and from the salon,” 
said Carol. “It’s the very  
best part of my week! The  
residents are all very special.”



 

Partners in Ministry
Sharing the Gospel

“If a man’s gift is 
serving, let him 
serve; if it is  
teaching, let him 
teach; if it is 
encouraging, let 
him encourage;  
if it is contributing  
to the needs of  
others, let him  
give generously.”

–Romans 12:7-8
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From its humble beginnings 70 years ago 
the mission of the Fond du Lac Lutheran 

Home and Lutheran Homes and Health 
Services has been to care for people. In  
addition to our physical bodies, our spiritual 
side continually needs to be nurtured. This is 
especially true when families or individuals 
are faced with a health related crisis or during 
times of transition. Larger looming questions 
about life and living often emerge and offer 
an opportunity to be addressed. Our faith 
in Christ helps “guide” these decisions and 
serves as the foundation of who we are and 
what we are about. 

Excellent nursing and rehabilitation care 
are offered at our organization, but it is our 
faith connection that sets us apart from other 
care service providers for the aging. Building 
upon our Christian faith and the dedicated 
partnership of local churches, we become 
Christ’s hands through our social ministry.  
By attending to the spiritual self of the  
person, and trusting in God’s holy presence 
and healing, we are able to minister to people 
in a Christ-like way. 

Weekly worship, Sacramental ministry, 
Bible Study, one-on-one visits, grief support, 
end-of-life care, and family support are just 
some of the ways that we help nurture and 
support residents and families. A Christian 
approach to care is not something novel –  
it’s been part of our fabric from the very 
beginning 70 years ago.

Thirteen area Lutheran parishes form a 
solid partnership that actively supports and 
upholds the mission of Lutheran Homes and 
Health Services. We are thankful for this part-
nership in the gospel as well as the ministry 
of love, care and respect for others. Our  
corporate sponsoring churches are: 

Ascension Lutheran Church, Fond du Lac 

Church of Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Fond du Lac

Emanuel Lutheran Church, Brandon

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, New Holstein Pastor Dean Desilet, Director of Pastoral Care

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ripon	

Hope Lutheran Church, Fond du Lac

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Waupun

Immanuel-Trinity Lutheran Church, Fond du Lac

Peace Lutheran Church, Rosendale

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Random Lake

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mayville

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church (Rogersville), 

Rosendale

Zion Lutheran Church, Fairwater

We thank the many faithful ecumenical 
connections we have within the community of 
Fond du Lac whose members share their gifts 
of love and service including:

• The Church of the Lutheran Confessions
• Holy Family Catholic Parish
• Local WELS Parishes
• United Church of Christ
• Missouri Synod 
• Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

The many lay visitors from sister churches 
throughout the community speak volumes 
– our seniors do matter! Thank you for  
sharing your time, talents and treasures.
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Thank You
Planting Seeds for a Brighter Tomorrow

With your support, we will continue our Mission,  
proudly serving people of all faiths and financial means, for years to come.

Recognition 2008

Richard and Kathryn Adix
AG Architecture
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Ahern
Ahern-Gross Plumbing Inc.
All American Bottling Co.
Alliance Pharmacy
Alliant Energy – Fond du Lac
American Legion 
JoAnn Andrews
Carl and Phyllis Anklum
Jeanette and Reinhardt Arndt
Mary A. Arthur
Ascension Lutheran Church
Ray and Laure Atchinson
Bonnie Baerwald
Band Box Cleaners & Laundry Inc.
Geoffrey J. Bares
Ed Barnes
Ms. Pat Bartlett
BDO Seidman, LLP
Mary C. Becker
Paula R. Beitz
Neil Bellis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berens
Darrel and Beverly Bilderback
Joseph A. Bird
Barbara and Steve Blagoue
Reverend and Mrs. Jeff Blain
Marjorie K. Bleck
Howard S. Bleuel
Blinds “R” Us
Walter and Jane Blumke
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bock
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Boeder
Dennis and Deb Boelk
Larry and Marianne Borek
Mari Beth and Tom Borek
Laverne Breister Brauer
Mary Breister
Scott and Lilly Brutosky
David A. Buechel
Thomas and Susan Buechel
Dolores Buehl
C. D. Smith Construction
Mr. and Mrs. George Caldwell
Kurt and Kay Caramanidis
Carestream Health, Inc.
William Carey
Dr. Tom and Denise Carlson
Theodore W. Chipman
Church of Peace UCC
Harold and Joyce Cohen
Thomas Cook
Rowland and Pat Cooper
Charles Cormack
Dart Chart Systems LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Demler

Glenn and Anita Demoske
Reverend Dean and Renée Desilet
Paul Dietrich
Karen Dins
Mr. and Mrs. Orvin Doede
Mr. and Mrs. Roy W. Dorn
Pastor M. Richard Druckrey
Donna Dumas
Trent Dunlop
East Central Synod of Wisconsin 
ELCA
Elizabeth A. Eggebrecht
Sharon Eilertson
June Eilertson
Linda Emanuel
Roger and Gloria Engel
Edward and Carol Engle
Cindy Erb
Teresa Ernst
FDL Home Builders Associates
FDL Lutheran Home Auxiliary
Floyd and Carol Ferries
Richard Ferries
Feucht Financial Group, LLC
Feyen & Sons
Susan Fiebig
Frederick and Marilyn Fleury
Flying Geese Quilt Guild
Carol Foerster
Fond du Lac Area Foundation
Fond du Lac Credit Union
Fond du Lac Noon Rotary Club
Patti and Andy Freund
Linda Fritz
Lori and Darin Garbisch
Bernie and Irene Gentz
Lyle Gorske
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
Hank and Shirley Grams
William and Dorothy Griffith
Samuel and Beatrice Gudex
Tom Gudmundson
Jon and Lorene Gutzmann
Mrs. Ruth Ann Haak
Keith and Ruth Haberkorn
Reverend and Mrs. Victor C. 		
	 Hackbarth
Haentze Floral Company Inc.
Frances M. Hall
Dr. Brian and Mary Hammes
Donald Hasse
Bruce and Kathryn Helberg
Dr. and Mrs. Willard J. Henken
Henry Ford Community College
Tom and Sally Herre
David and Lois Hesse
Gerald and Donna Hildebrandt
Sharon Hildebrandt
Reverend and Mrs. H. P. Hilgendorf
Hope Ladies Guild

Hope Lutheran Church
Hope Lutheran Mens Club
Calvin Hopp
Constance R. Horey
Patrick Howard
James and Sharon Hubbard
Mr. and Mrs. Willard L. Huizenga
Humana
Mrs. Margaret D. Banta Humleker
Dr. Gayle Hytrek
Immanuel Lutheran Church– 	   	
	 Waupun
Immanuel Lutheran Church Women
Immanuel-Trinity Lutheran Church
Improved Order of Redmen
Tana Isaacson and  James Roth
Nancy Jaeger
Chris and Terri Jaye
David and Shirley Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Larry R. Jones
Debra Jourdan
Phyllis E. Jungers
Jim and Nan Kalk
Lloyd and Marion Kaul
Jed and Cynthia Keller
David and Gudrun Kenyon
Lois Klaetsch
Hilbert and Arlene Klawitter
Leonard Klawitter
Richard and Joan Kleinfeldt
Mrs. Dorothy I. Knauer
Knights of Columbus, Council 664
Allen and Patricia Knuth
Clark and Inez Koechel
Ruby Koepsell
Kathy and Terry Kohlman
Tami and Chuck Kohls
Ruth Koplitz
Sister Rita Kramer
Clarence and Kathy Krentz
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Krueger
Mary and Ron Krumbein
Peter and Stephanie Kujawa
John and Liz Kulow
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Kurzynski
Lakeshore Respiratory
Thomas and Patti Landreman
Louie and Colleen Lange
Mary Lange
Greg Lavin
Terry and Renée Leasa
Arnold and Ann Leestma
Dr. Jim  and Anna Leibsohn
Rosie Lemke
Reverend and Mrs. David Lieske
Nancy and Tom Linnerooth
Dale and Yvonne Lochner
Gordon Loehr
Sharon Lombardi
Norma A. Ludwig

Norma and Donald Lynch
Harold and Nancy MacKenzie
Michael and Joyce Mann
Vincent and Wilma Markowski
Michael E. Marks
Cecelia Martin
Florence Martin
Patrick and Cathi McGowan
Russ McLaughlin
Dorothy and Ambrose McTrusty
Virginia Meier
Floribel Meixensperger
Paula Messer
Michels Corporation
Delores Mielke
Edward J.  & Dora A. Mielke Trust
Gary and Donna Miller
Kevin and Ann Miller
Margie Miller
Rick and Patricia Miller
Roger Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin A. Miritz
La Verne Mitzelfeldt
Arthur and Helen Mosher
Stephen and Peggy Mossing
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mowbray
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Murray
National Exchange Bank & Trust
Patricia Neas
Mr. and Mrs. David Neuendorf
Constance and John Newman
Betty Noe
Bryan and Patty Novak
The Honorable Richard J. and  
	 Toni M. Nuss
Lea O’Day
Mrs. Lorene Oldenburg
Oshkosh Conference ELCA
Otis Elevator
John and Joyce Otness
Ethel Pade
Wilfred and Helen Pagel
Rick and Joni Parks
Monica Pellinger
Joan and Karl Pennau
Mrs. Margaret Pennings
Personal Touch Flowers & Gifts, LLC
Bonnie Pittl
Mrs. Robert E. Plummer
Bryan J. Polinske
Jack and Barbara Pollei
Mr. Maurice W. Pose
Ms. Alice Prellwitz
PRN Health Services
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Promen
Nichole Pucker
Ms. Beverly Putz
Quad Graphics
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Qualy
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Radtke

—(continued on next page)—
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Dennis and Nancy Rahn
Reinhart Institutional Foods Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. James Reschke
Mrs. Edna Rickert
Anna Rose Riederer
Mel and Nancy Rindfleisch
Mrs. Marie Rosenfeldt
Paul and Karin Rosenfeldt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rucks
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Rupple
Steven and Mimi Sager
Barbara Schaefer
Richard and Linda Scheuerman
Martha Schleger
Mary Schmal
Rick and Jodie Schneider
Joanna Schohl
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard H. Schreiner
Mr. David Schroeder
Carlton and Gloria Schultz
Dr. Mary and Chris Schultz
Wayne and Gayle Schultz
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Schuster
Scott’s Discount Printing
Security Insurance & Financial 	
	 Services, Inc.
Herbert and Jeanette Seffern
William and Karen Seno
Ted and Barbara Sewall
Ray and Sue Sharp
Brian Sharratt
Kathryn Skilling
Kenneth and Denise Smedberg
Les and Mary Smith
Ruth Ann Smith
Mary Spaeth
Specialized Medical Services, Inc.
Brenda Spranger
St. Mary’s Mission Ladies
St. Paul’s Christian Women’s 		
	 Ministry
St. Theresa Parish Ladies
Dr. and Mrs. Gary F. Steele 
Ms. Sarah J. Steffes
Dianne H. Steinke
The John R. Steinke Family
Miriam Steinke
Corbin and Patricia Stenz
James and Teresa Stevens

Nick Stoffel
Susan Stone
Stone Family Foundation
Kim and Karen Suhs
Michael and Carol Sullivan
Otto and Isabel Sutter
Eunice and Lyle Tabbert
Louaine Tacke
Deanna Tapplin
John Tessner
The Lil’ House, LLC
Jim and Anne Thomas
Jim and Betty Thomas
Gary and Jackie Thorpe
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Representative and Mrs. John F. 	
	 Townsend
Dr. and Mrs. Gay D. Trepanier
Harold Tritz
Barbara Trout
Alexander and Amy Ullenberg
US Bank
Todd and Betsy Van Heesch
Vern and Ede Voigt
Robert and Jeanne Vollmer
George W. Waehler
Gary and Peggy Wagner
Marlene Wahoski
Jim and Avis Wallesverd
Terry and Patricia Walter
Tom Walter
Betty Warnke
David Washkoviak
Christine Watts
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Wendorff
Vera Wepner
Reverend Larry Westfield
Doug and Jayne Westhoven
Westphal Printing & Graphics
Clare M. Wettstein
Mike Wettstein
Sandy Wickwire
John and Emily Widlake
Ray and Carla Wifler
Kathleen Wilderman
Florence Wildes
Thomas and Sandra Will
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Williams
Willis, Hilb, Rogal & Hobbs
Cliff and Paulette Wilson
Ralph Wischnewski
Jean Wisocki
Jeanne Wollang
Women of the ELCA
John and Sandra Wright
Mary L. Zacherl Bohlman
Craig and Bridget Zangl
Lynn and Edward Zinniel
Zion Lutheran Church
Karen Zuehlke
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Mission Statement
The purpose of Lutheran Homes and Health  

Services, Inc. is to take a Christian leadership role 
that is committed to creatively respond, represent, 

promote and provide for the care and interests of the 
aging as an outreach ministry of the churches 

that are members of the Corporation.

Planting Seeds for a Brighter Tomorrow
With your support, we will continue our Mission,  

proudly serving people of all faiths and financial means, for years to come.

Generations  
of Caring

Ambassador.... $50,000+
Guardian........ $25,000+
Steward........... $10,000+
Provider............ $5,000+
Builder.............. $1,000+

Boat Cruise June 16, 2009 
St. Peter’s Place Fall 2009
New Year’s Gala Benefit 

January 2, 2010

Call for your personal invitation
to any of these events. 

Upcoming Events



Lutheran Homes & Health Services Foundation, Inc. 
244 North Macy Street 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

Email: info@fdllutheranhome.org
www.fdllutheranhome.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Living Well, Living Strong
LHHS Board of Directors

Karl Pennau, Chair
Bonnie Baerwald, Vice Chair

Ted Sewall, Secretary
Jim Thomas, Treasurer

Allen Knuth
Jack Pollei
Marty Ryan

Mary Schultz
Terry Schleif

LHHS Foundation
Board of Directors

Allen Knuth, Chair
Dick Kleinfeldt, Vice Chair

John Wright, Secretary
Russ Kamphuis, Treasurer

Sharon Eilertson
Jim Hubbard
Clark Koechel

Tony Johnson, Advisor

Health Services Board
Marty Ryan, Chair

Jack Pollei, Secretary
Kim Suhs, Treasurer

St. Peter’s Place, located in the historic  
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church and school, is 

rapidly being transformed into a Residential 
Care Apartment Complex (RCAC) for seniors.  
Commonwealth Companies together with 
Lutheran Homes and Health Services (LHHS) 
are collaborating on this innovative project to 
bring enhanced living options to seniors in 
the Fond du Lac community.

St. Peter’s Place (46 apartments) will offer 
seniors affordable, independent living plus  
a menu of services that can be accessed, as  
their healthcare needs change. “There is a real  
need for affordable senior housing in the  
Fond du Lac area, especially with so many 
baby boomers reaching retirement age,” states 
Bryan Polinske, Chief Operating Officer at 
LHHS. “We need to begin planning for this 
influx of new retirees.” 

Affordability and flexibility is what  
St. Peter’s Place will offer seniors. A spectrum 

of amenities will be offered such as a fitness 
center, barber and beauty shop, computer 
room, family gathering and game room,  
dining services, linen and housekeeping  
services, and a variety of social, cultural,  
recreational and educational programs.  
St. Peter’s Place will allow residents to choose  
a level of assistance that will suit their needs. 
Plans range from a Base Personal Care Plan 
in which a resident receives up to 6 hours of 
weekly personal care to an Advanced Personal 
Care Plan allowing 28 hours of personal care 
per week. Plans can be altered when a  
resident’s needs change. 

St. Peter’s Place is located near downtown  
Fond du Lac at First and Marr Streets. 
Residents will have easy access to banks, the 
YMCA, drugstores, shopping, and restaurants.     

The original school will house 16  
one-bedroom apartments; the new addition 
will house 19 two-bedroom and 11 one- 
bedroom apartments. Underground parking  
is also available. Apartments range in size 
from 851– 963 sq. ft.  

The $8.4 million project is scheduled to 
open in fall 2009. For more information  
contact Bryan Polinske at 920.322.1111 or 
visit www.fdllutheranhome.org.

New Living Options–St. Peter’s Place
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